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News 

& Views 

October 5      “Forgiveness:  A Door Set Open” Rev. Dave Johnson 
A new year begins—marked by the Jewish holidays Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur. It’s an opportunity to let go burdens / resentments,  and to 

begin anew. What might unfold in the year ahead?  G.K. Chesterton 

writes: “Good News: but if you ask me what it is, I know not; It is a track 

of feet in the snow, It is a lantern showing a path, It is a door set open.”  

How might we welcome and creatively engage the doorways that will 

open to us? 

  
October 12 “Anxiety:  The Price of Freedom”       Rev. Dave Johnson 
In this first of several sermons on Family Systems, we'll consider 

anxiety—the price that we must pay for human freedom. Biologist 

Lewis Thomas observes that humanity has "always been a specifically 

anxious creature with an almost untapped capacity for worry; it a gift 

that distinguishes us from other forms of life."  Is there a way out—or 

at least a way to navigate wisely through the turbulence? 

 
October 19   “Being Calm and Courageous, No Matter What”  

Rev. Dave Johnson 
"It is very hard to be who we are," wrote Norman Lear, "because it 

doesn't seem to be what anyone wants."  A sermon on the politics 

of self—and the obstacles, resentments, and sabotage that 

inevitably will arise whenever one defines oneself clearly and 

responsibly.   

 

Note: The topic and description for the October 26 service will be published and announced after 

the Sunday Services Committee meets in early October. 

 

 

Sunday Services—10:45 a.m. 

Congregational Survey and News From the Ministerial Search Team 
   

The Congregational Survey is up and ready for your input!   Please go to http://tiny.cc/

peoplessurvey, the People’s Church website or pick up a hard copy at the Reception 

Desk upstairs at church.  We need at least 60% participation, but hope that you all want 

to be heard and are aiming for 100% of members to participate!  Once you’ve taken the 

survey, be sure to pick up a cool “I took the Survey” sticker at our information kiosk to 

place on your nametag!  You only have until October 3rd to give us your valued input by 

taking the survey.                                                                          Continued on Page 5 

http://tracking.peopleschurch.net/tracking/click?msgid=m17i1q-3wb9svea5go51g&target=http%3a%2f%2fpeopleschurch.net%2f%3femail_id%3d58%26user_id%3d136%26urlpassed%3daHR0cDovL3RpbnkuY2MvcGVvcGxlc3N1cnZleQ%253D%253D%26controller%3dstats%26action%3danalyse%26wysi
http://tracking.peopleschurch.net/tracking/click?msgid=m17i1q-3wb9svea5go51g&target=http%3a%2f%2fpeopleschurch.net%2f%3femail_id%3d58%26user_id%3d136%26urlpassed%3daHR0cDovL3RpbnkuY2MvcGVvcGxlc3N1cnZleQ%253D%253D%26controller%3dstats%26action%3danalyse%26wysi
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STT, and  STM:  

Interim  

Reflections  
  

 

 

I’ve chosen the title STT (stuff-that’s-true) and 

STM (stuff-that-matters) to represent two focal 

points of our work at People’s Church this year.  

STT is information.  STM may include 

information, but it also engages contradictions, 

ambiguities, the nuances of relationships,           

and the “slings and arrows of outrageous fortune”.  
Both STT and STM are required to discern       

and interpret complex landscapes, and to navigate 

through them with skill and adroitness.   

That’s our goal this year. 

 

A brief note on Sunday services.  After presenting 

six sermons, I am still the new kid in town, and 

continue to seek advice insofar as what works 

well.  I have introduced intentional planning and 

scheduling in the service-planning process, so as 

to minimize last-minute scrambling.  My current 

planning calendar looks like this:   

 

Mondays:  Circulate rough-draft Order of Service 

to all service participants. 

Send all audio-visual materials to A/V team. 

Wednesdays:  Prepare final draft Order of 

Service.  Send out “Service Leaders’ Guide”. 

Confer with lay leader:  Introductory remarks, 

readings, and special items. 

Fridays, 9:00 am    Print final Orders of Service  

Sunday mornings:    Meet with A/V team at 10:00 

a.m., verify that A/V materials are OK. 

Meet with all service participants from 10:15 to 

10:25 for logistics review. 

Greet arriving congregants from 10:25 to 10:40. 

All service participants are seated by 10:40. 

Begin the service promptly at 10:45, with the 

Music for Gathering.   

 

Despite such planning there will be occasional 

surprises.  I thank you for continuing to be 

patient and offer encouragement as we, 

together, plan and present meaningful Sunday 

services. 

 

Moving ahead, I will be leading three workshop 

series this fall, all of which pertain to the work 

of congregational development during ministry-

transitions.  These series are announced below 

and on the next page.  I encourage you to 

attend, according to your interests and 

availability. 

  

Best wishes.  See you in church. 

   
Rev. Dave Johnson, Interim Minister,  

People’s Church of Kalamazoo, 2014-2015 

 

e-mail:   revdaj@aol.com       

cell phone:    269-330-8495    

 

Opportunities for Adult  
Enrichment and Congregational 

Development 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Monday Morning Series:  “Of Bonds 

and Binds:  Fables for Our Time” 
 

On Monday mornings at 10:30 a.m. we are 

reading and reflecting upon a series of Fables that 

offer insights into the principles of Family 

Systems.  The fables are from the anthology 

Friedman’s Fables (Guilford Press, 1990), written 

by one of the leading authorities on family 

systems theory, Rabbi Edwin A. Friedman.  We’ll 

be alert for the implications of these fables for 

our personal lives, relationships, People’s Church, 

and other communities of which we are a part. 

 

During October we will read: 

Mon 6 October “The Friendly Forest” 

Mon 13 October “Round in Circles”  

Mon 20 October  “Projection”   
Mon 27 October  “Raising Cain” 

mailto:revdaj@aol.com
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Tuesday Evening Series:  “I Seem  

to Be a Verb:  An Introduction     

to Process / Relational Theology” 
 

I will present a workshop on four Tuesday evenings 

this fall, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, entitled "I Seem to Be a 

Verb:  An Introduction to Process / Relational 

Theology".  The series begins on October 28 and 

continues through November 18.  The Church will 

provide child care for those who register prior to 

Sunday October 19. 
  

Background:  During my final semester of divinity 

school, I had the privilege of studying with Prof. John 

B. Cobb, Jr.  His course on Process Theology 

transformed my life and ministry.  His insights opened 

pathways to discover a compelling worldview that is 

consistent with my lived experiences.  In my 27 years 

of ministry since then, I have found that many 

Unitarian Universalists who were raised in traditional 

churches or synagogues have come to value Process / 

Relational theology as a compelling alternative—one 

that is closely congruent with our UU Principles and 

Purposes.  In recent years many Unitarian Universalist 

ministers, most notably Rev. Galen Guengerich (at All 

Souls Unitarian Church in New York) have built upon 

the insights of John Cobb and his colleagues at the 

Center for Process Studies (Claremont CA).   

In this series we will draw from Rev. Guengerich’s 

perspectives as well. 
 

You may sign up for the series, and for child care, by 

contacting Chris Schleuder in the People’s Church 

office:   office@peopleschurch.net   or  269-375-3262.    

If you need child care, you must register by Sunday, 

October 19.   
 

Dates and topics for the series are: 
Session / Date   Topics 
1    Tue Oct 28 The Relational Vision;       
       The Self 

2    Tue Nov 4  Human Experience; God as 
       an Outgrowth of Human 

       Experience 
3    Tue Nov 11  Evil and Power; Spirituality 

       in a Global Perspective 
4    Tue Nov 18 Implications of Process 

       Theology for UUism 

Wednesday Lunch-Time Series: 

“The Balancing Act” 
 

This series will engage the challenge of fostering 

balance, agility, resilience, and adaptive learning in 

congregational life, and in our personal and relational 

lives.  Healthy balancing has multiple dimensions:  

Between the individual and community; between 

leadership and management; between justice and 

mercy; between seriousness and humor; between 

planning and spontaneity; between pragmatism and 

vision.  Every desirable quality is accompanied by its 

opposite, or its complementary half.  Learning 

organizations welcome these sorts of paradoxes, 

contradictions, and opportunities for stretching 

beyond their learned limitations. 

 

The series is specifically oriented toward professional 

development for People’s Church staff members, and 

thus is scheduled on Wednesdays to coincide with 

regular staff meetings.  Nonetheless,  ALL People’s 

Church members and friends are encouraged to 

attend.  Bring your own brown-bag lunches.       

Here’s the schedule of dates and topics: 

 

  DATES   TOPICS 

Wed 1 Oct The Balancing Act, Overview   (Rev. 

      Peter Steinke) 

Wed 8 Oct  The Roller-Coaster of Change  (Rev. 

      Gil Rendle) 

Wed 15 Oct  Anxious Systems (Rev. Peter Steinke) 

Wed 22 Oct Edwin Friedman, consultations with 

      UU leaders, part 1 

Wed 29 Oct Edwin Friedman, consultations with 

      UU leaders, part 2 

Wed 05 Nov Edwin Friedman, consultations with 

      UU leaders, part 3 

Wed 12 Nov Edwin Friedman, consultations with 

     UU leaders, part 4 

Wed 19 Nov  Edwin Friedman, consultations with 

     UU leaders, part 5 

Wed 3 Dec  Listening to Experience:  Visionary 

      UU Ministers Discuss Growth 

Wed 10 Dec Listening to Experience:  Visionary 

      UU Ministers Discuss Growth 

Wed 17 Dec  Listening to Experience:  Visionary 

      UU Ministers Discuss Growth 

Opportunities for Adult Enrichment and Congregational 

mailto:office@peopleschurch.net
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The Ministerial Search Team has been meeting weekly 

and has been working away on tasks and looking at 

what is upcoming on our timeline to prepare for our 

next steps.   

 

In addition to the Congregational Survey, another way 

for you to share your thoughts is at one of the many 

Cottage meetings we have scheduled for the month of 

October.  Please sign up at the 

table near the elevator upstairs 

starting on October 4th or 

contact the church office to 

sign up to attend one of them.  

Thank you to Diane Worden 

for arranging these meeting 

spaces. 

 

All of this information is vital to us as we continue to 

work on the Congregational Record and the Packet 

which will go out to potential candidates in our 

Search.  We hope you will make sure to help us in the 

process. 

 

Continue to look for updates in the Friday Blast, 

Newsletter, in Sunday Service Announcements and on 

our Information Kiosk! 

 

Thank you, 

Your Ministerial Search Committee! 

Ministerial Search Team...continued from Page 1 
Membership Matters 

We welcome all those who have 

visited People’s Church in the 

past few weeks!  We are glad to 

have you here!  For those longer 

time People’s people, please join 

together in the foyer after the 

service for coffee hour and take 

the opportunity to informally get 

to know the newcomers in our midst. Newcomers 

wear blue nametags.  Please stop and introduce 

yourself to those folks you have not met. 
 

We’ve set dates for some upcoming newcomer 

events.  These will all be great chances for us to get 

to know each other—and to get to know more about 

People’s Church and Unitarian Universalism.  We 

look forward to these opportunities. 

 

Sunday, October 12 – Second Sunday Lunch – 

Newcomers join us at the Visitor tables with 

tablecloths and special decorations.  Newcomers 

and their families eat free! 

Sunday, November 9 – Second Sunday Lunch – 

Another chance to gather at Second Sunday 

lunch. 

Saturday, November 15 – 9am – 12pm, 

Membership Orientation – Come learn more 

about each other, People’s Church and Unitarian 

Universalism.  Recommended for those 

considering membership. 

Friday, December 5 – 6pm – 7:30 pm, Connections 

Dinner – Newcomers and longer time People’s 

people gather for a shared meal and fellowship. 

Sunday, December 14 – Member Recognition 

Sunday – The day we recognize the newest 

members of People’s Church.  Come for the 

service and stay afterwards for Second Sunday 

lunch to meet our new members. 
 

And last, but not least, THANK YOU to everyone 

who brought a salad or a loaf of bread to our 

Homecoming Sunday potluck.  We figure we 

collectively fed at least 150 People’s people.  And 

wasn’t it GRAND to kickoff the new church year 

with such a bountiful meal shared amongst us!?!?!?  

We appreciate everyone’s willingness to participate in 

all the ways you did.  Have a great month! 

In Fellowship, 
 

Anna Shade 

Human Resource Help Wanted 
 

If you have professional experience in human 

resources administration or with developing 

personnel policies, job descriptions and 

employee evaluation tools, we would like to talk 
with you. People’s Church needs to evaluate our 

status as an 

employer, 

hopefully before a 

new, settled 

Minister arrives on 

the scene. Please 

contact Allan Hunt 

(hahunt@gmail.com) or Nadine Godin-Nassaney 

(ngnassaney@gmail.com) for more information.  

mailto:hahunt@gmail.com
mailto:ngnassaney@gmail.com
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Environmental Justice Connection:  

“Eat Safe Fish” 
 
Most of you know that the Kalamazoo River is a 

“superfund site” due to all the PCBs from the 

historical paper mills.  This has also resulted in unsafe 

fish to eat as PCBs build up in the fat of fish.  The 

PCBs then get transferred to whatever eats them.  

There are certain species of fish that should not be 

eaten at all while others have differing restrictions 

depending on the size and species.  

 

But did you know that there are people eating fish in 

the most contaminated areas of the Kalamazoo River?  

These are typically under-served minority groups that 

are eating the fish because they need to, however 

there may be other people as well. 

 

Over the years information on the fish advisories has 

diminished and is currently 

difficult to find.  In addition there 

are many barriers such as 

language, education level and 

information access to be able to effectively reach 

certain people.  

 

As the main Environmental Justice project needed for 

“Green Sanctuary Certification” we will be partnering 

with the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council 

(KRWC) to engage with community and state 

partners to implement an “Eat Safe 

Fish” (www.michigan.gov/eatsafefish) outreach 

campaign.  Through community conversations it will 

be tailored to the K-zoo River community needs.  

KRWC currently has a small grant to help begin this 

conversation and a future grant will be developed.   

This project will help inform people on how to keep 

themselves safer when fishing in contaminated areas. 

There will be multiple phases of the project spanning 

over the next few years.  The end result will 

ultimately create lasting community networks of 

informed individuals to get the information to the 

people that need it most so they can make a more 

informed decision and hopefully their reduce their 

risks associated with eating Kalamazoo River fish. 

 

A presentation will be scheduled on this EJ project in 

the near future for those inquiring minds to learn 

more and how you might eventually be able to be 

involved at the community level.   

More Committee Members Needed: 

The Green Sanctuary Committee is also in need of a 

couple more volunteers to join the committee.  The 

meetings are currently scheduled at 4 pm on Mondays 

once a month but that can be flexible.   One project 

that needs some assistance is the “People’s Church 

Nature Trail.”  Contact:  Connie Ferguson 

conniekzoo@hotmail.com or Cybelle Shattuck 

scybelle@umich.edu to find out more.   

Page 5 

Adopt-A-Highway Returns 
 

The Green Sanctuary Committee of People’s 

Church is delighted to announce that we are taking 

on 10th street as our Adopt-A-

Highway project this year. Our 

tentative plan is to hold our 

first clean-up along 10th street 

from People’s Church to West 

Main (M-43) on Sunday, Octo-

ber 12 following the Second 

Sunday lunch (around 1:30). 

Approval of our request is 

pending at the Kalamazoo County Road Commis-

sion. More information will be forthcoming via the 

Friday blast as well as by direct e-mail for those who 

have indicated their interest. Please let Allan Hunt 

(hahunt@gmail.com) know if you can help out. 

Fair Trade Coffee 
 

Coffee is on sale again in the foyer after the 

Sunday service. We'll have all the same varieties 

as last year: 
French Roast 

$9), Mexican 

Medium Roast 

($9), Sumatran 

Dark Roast 

($9.50), Decaf 

Medium Roast 

($10) and decaf 

Dark Roast ($10), all in whole bean and ground. 

And $1.00 of every bag sold goes to the church. 

Chocolate is coming in October.  

http://www.michigan.gov/eatsafefish
mailto:conniekzoo@hotmail.com
mailto:scybelle@umich.edu
mailto:hahunt@gmail.com
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Anna Shade grew up as a 

Catholic and attended 

catechism classes. 

 

“But when it came time 

to be confirmed, I 

couldn’t do it for many 

reasons,” Anna said. 

“Then I drifted away 

from organized religion 

after I went to college.” 

 

She said she had heard of People’s about 20 years 

ago, but it wasn’t until her daughter Genevieve 

was ready to enter kindergarten that she went 
online and found People’s again. 

 

“I was looking for religious education for 

Genevieve, but when I got here I found much 

more for myself,” Anna said. “The services and 

Jill’s sermons were inspiring and also a relief.        

I didn’t know such a community as People’s 

existed in Kalamazoo; and I was glad to find it. 

 

“At People’s I’ve found friendship and support 

and opportunities for leadership,” Anna said.  

“I’ve found community with others who agree   

to live in right relations with each other and the 

earth. And I have the opportunity at People’s     

to keep working on myself—discovering          

and understanding my own truth.” 

 

Anna has been on the Religious Education 

Committee as a member and chairperson, taught 

in the RE program, and is chairperson of the 

Membership Committee. She has helped with 

Holiday Bazaar publicity, helped organize the 

Women’s Retreat and has volunteered at the 

Getting to Know People’s People 
By Ardyce Curl 
 

Following is an interview with a People's person talking about why she came to People's and why  she continues 

to participate. 

Peace & Nature Camp, doing crafts and going 

on the Nature Center trip with the students. 

  

Her husband Marc has other interests and his 

own religious views, but occasionally attends 

with Anna and Genevieve. Marc, a professional 

Web Designer, recently helped Anna and 

others revamp People’s Website.  Anna 

continues to offer her on line expertise, calling 

on her experience from the work she does at 

PNC Bank.  

 

Anna continues, “Visitors and new members at 

People’s inspire me and help reinforce why I 

came to People’s—and why Unitarian 
Universalism is so needed in our world today. 

There’s a lot to do; and I love being involved 

supporting and getting to know the whole of 

People’s community.” 

 

She would like to see more integration 

between generations at People’s—especially 

with our young adults.   

 

“Our young adults have so much to offer,” 

Anna said. “We need their energy and 

enthusiasm to inspire us.”  

 

Anna also would like to see People’s become 

more visibly involved in LGBTQ rights and 

more People’s People involved in the monthly 

ERAC/Ce caucus that deals with anti-racism. 

 
 

(Anna is a Senior Product Manager at PNC Bank. 

She creates jewelry and recently has taken up fiber 

art. She and her husband Marc have one daughter, 

Genevieve who is nine years old.) 

Anna Shade 
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Saturday, November 22rd from 9:00 to 3:00 will be 

the 12th Annual People’s Church Holiday Bazaar 

and Fine Arts Sale!  Our church will be transformed 

into a festive venue with 35 local artists and artisans 

selling their beautiful work, while we sell our trade-

mark pasties and other People’s specialties, serve up 

savory fare from the People’s Café and warm fellow-

ship as we open our doors to the community. We 

hope for 700 people to cross our threshold that day 

to for unique holiday shopping and hope you will too!  

Please see the sign-up sheets on the Bazaar table in 

the foyer by the entrance to the Commons or on the 

website for upcoming work groups and dates de-

scribed below. All members and friends are needed 

to make this a successful FUNd-raising event. Please 

publicize the event with friends, family, neighbors, co-

workers and networks and invite them to meet you 

here!  
 

Pasty Making:  Five more sets of work dates are 

scheduled to make our goal of 900 pasties! Please 

sign up for a shift on October 3-4; 10-11; 17-18; 

24-25; and 31-November 1. Come join the pasty 

fellowship fun – no prior experience needed.  Con-

tact: Bob Friedel at 806-6560 
 

Crafting/Cooking Workshops with Diann John-

son: Join Rev. Dave’s talented and fun spouse, Diann, 

to make items for People’s Specialties on a Wednes-

day in the kitchen. Sign up for craft workshop Octo-

ber 15 and/or 22 from 10:00 to noon. No craft expe-

rience necessary. Come for fun and fellowship...bring 

your scissors! Sign up for food workshop November 

5 (cranberry chutney, trail mix) and/or 12 from 9:30 

to noon (lentil soup for frozen foods, chocolate cov-

ered pretzels).  
 

Peoples Specialties:  The foyer will be filled with 

our contributed homemade food and craft specialties.  

Please sign up to contribute cookies and candies, 

breads or pies, frozen entrées, e jams, or your spe-

cialty handmade craft or artisan items.  For sugges-

tions and recipes of popular items contact Martha 

Beverly at marthabeverly@gmail.com. Our frozen 

entrees/soups section is very popular! For sugges-

tions, contact frozen foods coordinator: Mary Tift at 

martift@att.net. Breads sell well - sour dough, bagels, 

English muffins, Irish soda bread, multi-grain, gluten 

free and your favorites! Contact bread shop manager 

Lynetta Carnes lynettacarnes@hotmail.com   

White Elephant Sale: Please search for nice items, 

especially kids’ toys and books, baby and toddler 

equipment, jewelry, housewares, decorative and holi-

day items (no clothing or furniture, or ski equipment) 

that you can clean, set aside and donate to be repur-

posed in our White Elephant Sale. Items may be 

dropped off in the week before the Bazaar (details in 

November newsletter).  Sign up to help sort, arrange 

and mark items that week or for a sales shift on the 

day of the bazaar.   Contact: Kay Spade at 

jkspade@charter.net or Nancy Mitchell. 
 

Greeters: We need a capable crew of energetic and 

helpful greeters to welcome people, orient them 

quickly to our preplanned route to the cashier lines, 

and diplomatically help prevent loss with our basket 

use and package storage. Contact: Rochelle Habeck at 

habeck@chartermi.net      
 

Set Up: A small group of strong people will be need-

ed a few days before the Bazaar to do move chairs 

and furniture and set up tables. Contact: Rochelle 

Habeck at habeck@chartermi.net  
 

Cashiers and Talliers: We need people who can do 

arithmetic accurately and transactions quickly under 

pressure!  We need to track our vendors’ sales care-

fully, so you’ll need to enter data while you smile and 

act calm and welcoming to the customers in line! Cal-

culators and tax tables provided.  To learn more, con-

tact Megan Reynolds at megrey@yahoo.com. 

 

People’s Café: Our popular “café” is open during 

the Bazaar, for coffee, scones and sweet breads in the 

morning, to a delectable array of soups, sandwiches 

and pasties for lunch, and desserts, fruits and beverag-

es in the afternoon. We’ll need cooks, servers, dish-

washers, cashiers, all day. Details on sign-up sheets. 

Contact: Deb Wickman at deb.wickman@gmail.com          

 

Shuttle Drivers: We’re going to park our cars up 

the street at The Point church and use our church 

van to shuttle us back and forth to make more room 

for our customers. Safe, reliable drivers are needed. 

Contact: Gary Leadley at garyleadley@gmail.com 

 

Clean Up: All hands on deck and 3 trucks needed at 

3:00 to clean and reset church for Sunday.     Contact: 

Gary Leadley at garyleadley@gmail.com     

The Bazaar is Coming November 22nd…Please Join the Preparations! 
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Anti-Racism Workshop CANCELLED 

Saturday, October 11 
 

The Introduction to Understanding and Analyzing 

Racism workshop that was to be held on October 

11 has been cancelled.  The ARAOMC Committee 

will be working on a plan to reschedule, and will 

make announcements as plans are formed. 
 

 

RACE MATTERS  

by Therese Malmberg 

 
I was born in the mid-1950s to a middle-class white 

family with all the expectations that that implied.  

“Diversity” was definitely not part of my or anyone 

else’s vocabulary at the time; people of color existed 

but they had their own separate world and no one I 

knew questioned why.  Those assumptions began to 

change with the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s. 

 

When I learned about the systematic mistreatment of 

people of color at the hands of those of my own race, 

it made me very angry inside that white people should 

act like that.  But I believed that because I did not 

directly do any of those things, I was not responsible.  

By learning about white privilege, I realize now that I 

enjoy many benefits because of my skin color, and that 

this was not by accident but by design.  The society      

I grew up in didn’t naturally evolve that way; it was 

planned to be that way from the beginning by short-

sighted people who didn’t stop to think about the 

sterile society they were creating.  I say sterile because 

in that society there was and is no room for any kind 

of square pegs in round holes.  And this was 

considered good! 

 

I feel that I am embarking on a long and challenging 

journey and I hope that my brothers and sisters of 

color will help me on my way and kindly and gently 

forgive me when I stumble.  I feel that combating 

racism and oppression is a vitally important part of 

living the First Principle, recognizing the inherent worth 

and dignity of all people.  If we do that, I think we will 

go a long way towards creating the Beloved 

Community. 

Arms Around at People’s Church:  

Our Purpose 
The Arms Around caring team at People’s Church 

responds to the needs of our Members and 

Friends as resources are available, such as: 

 meals following illness, or a death in the family. 

 personal visits, such as hospital, nursing home, 

or hospice care. 

 transportation to Sunday Services or  sched-

uled medical appointments. 

 Memorial Service receptions: coordination, 

setup, and cleanup. 

 

If your needs are beyond the scope of Arms 

Around, we will refer you to the appropriate social 

service agencies in Kalamazoo. 

  

—Dana Kubinski, Arms Around Coordinator  

(375-3262) 
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Fall Kick-Off Enormous Success 
It’s been a great start to our new church year!  The 

parking lot is overflowing with cars and the building is 

full again on Sunday mornings!  It is great to have so 

many people come back to church and to meet so 

many new people who are seeking a religious home. 
 

If you haven’t yet completed Registration Forms for 

your child(ren), I encourage to do so as soon as possi-

ble.  You will find them near the front entrance. 
 

There are abundant opportunities for religious growth 

and learning for all ages as well as for fellowship and 

social action.  I’m looking forward to a wonderful year 

growing, learning and worshipping together! 
 

Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director 
 

Elementary OWL 

Kindergarten/1st Grade Our Whole Lives Sexuality 

Education Class begins with a Parent Orientation on 

Sunday, Oct. 5 in Room 9.  The teachers are Brooke 

Feltner-Beebe, Kelly Henderson and Pam Wadsworth.  

If you did not get a letter in the mail and you would like 

your child to participate, please contact Diane Melvin at 

375-3262.  

 

Kindergarten-1st Grade Our Whole Lives Class Schedule  
Oct. 12 Combined Parent Meeting & Parent/Child Orientation -  

Lunch – 12:15-1:00, Meeting 1:00-3:30 

Class 9:30-10:30 A M for sessions 1-8  

Oct. 19 Session 1:  Our Wonderful Bodies, Part One 

Oct. 26 Session 2:  Our Wonderful Bodies, Part Two 

Nov. 2 Session 3:  Healthy Bodies, Safe Bodies 

Nov. 9 Session 4:  Families 

Nov. 16 Session 5:  Families and Feelings 

Nov. 23 Session 6:  Babies and Families 

Nov. 30 Thanksgiving Weekend – No OWL Class 

Dec. 7  Session 7:  Birth of a Baby 

Dec. 14 Session 8:  Celebrations! 
 

A 5th and 6th grade OWL class will be held before 

church for 8 weeks in the winter beginning with a par-

ent orientation after church on January 25. 
 

Elementary Sleepover 

All K-6th Graders are invited to stay overnight at 

church on Oct. 24th.  Games, crafts, movies, a haunted 

house and a Halloween costume parade are all on the 

agenda.  Don’t miss out!  Look for a sign-up sheet in 

the lobby beginning October 5.  Questions? Email 

Brooke Feltner-Beebe at Brookefbeebe@gmail.com. 

Youth  

Our 8th & 9th grade youth are participating in the 

Coming of Age program this year and will enjoy their 

first retreat on Oct. 11 & 12.   

We have twenty 10-12th graders in our Sunday morn-

ing RE class.  They are exploring virtue and ethics this 

year and have started off with opportunities for mean-

ingful discussions and deepening relationships.   

Even though the 9th graders are in Coming of Age, 

there will be plenty of opportunities for them to enjoy 

activities with the rest of the high school group.  

Youth Group Activities- for all 9-12th graders 

Random Acts of Kindness and Sleepover - Oct 4 

The youth will gather at church and then head down-

town Kalamazoo to commit random acts of kindness.  

After returning to church they will have dinner, fun 

activities and a sleepover.   

Youth Chaplaincy Training Oct. 10-12 Palatine, IL 

Contagious FUN CON Oct. 24-26 Indianapolis, IN 

Haunted House at Elementary Sleepover - Oct. 24 

Spirituality Development Training Nov. 7-9 Fort Wayne 

Youth Group Meeting - Nov 1st 1-3:00pm at church 

Questions? Contact Karen Friedel at 373-6119  

Mystic Lake Middle School Retreat Oct 17-19 

This popular regional middle school UU retreat is open 

to all 6-8th graders.  Register at midamericauua.org and 

let Diane Melvin know if your youth plans to attend. 

Young Adult UU Group 
1st and 3rd Thursdays at 7pm 

All 18-35 year olds are invited to participate in our 

young adult ministry group. Enjoy fellowship with fun 

games, activities and meaningful discussions 

 

For more information and meeting location, contact 

group coordinator, Fernando Ospina at faospi-

na@gmail.com or 352-328-4964. 



The Discussion Group—Sat., Oct. 4 

Two hours was not enough to discuss all the ways 

we are 'talked into war'!  We will continue our 9/20 

topic on 10/4 (10 a.m. - noon; Room 7) with a 

particular focus on the Media.  Discussion will be led 

by Rodney Kling. 

 

The Discussion Group meets at church each 1st & 

3rd Saturday of the month (10 a.m. - noon).  

Participants take turns presenting topics, and 

providing snacks and coffee.  If you would like to be 

added to the email list for distribution of readings in 

advance, contact:  patnelson@btc-bci.com. 

 

Book Group—Thursday, October 9 
The book selection for October is Garth Stein's The 

Art of Racing in the Rain.  "Told through the 

thoughts of the family dog, The Art of Racing in the 

Rain is a humorous, at times heartbreaking account 

of a family in crisis." Join us at 1:30 on October 9th 

at Joy Gardner's home as Mary Tift facilitates the 

discussion. Call Joy for directions (343-8644). We 

love to have new voices. Looking ahead, the 

November book will be Elizabeth Gilbert's The 

Significance of all Things. 

 

The Study Group – Mon. Oct. 20 
The Study Group will next be meeting on Monday, 

October 20, at 7:30, in “The Den” at The Fountains. 

We will be discussing the book Beautiful Souls, by 

the journalist Eyal Press. This short book profiles 

four individuals who, in diverse circumstances, found 

a way to take a stand for their own sense of justice 

against their surrounding society. Newcomers to the 

Study Group are always welcome. For more 

information, contact Tim Bartik at 

bartik@upjohn.org or 269-806-1904. 

Peoples’ Friday Sing-Along 

October 24th,  7:00pm to 9:00pm 
 

A few times each year we meet on a Friday 

evening in Room 19 to play guitars and sing—just 

for the fun of it.  A list of songs we know, the 

words and the chords are projected onto the wall.  

Bring your instrument if you have one.  Song 

selection is very participative.   If you see a song 

you like, shout it out.  
 

If you have questions you can ask one of the 

regular attendees:  Bill Ginn, Darryl Loiacano (the 

guitar guys on Sunday morning) Christine Hann, 

Susan Moerdyk, Chris Schleuder, Andrea Huff, 

David Smallcombe, Jan Park, Marj Lightner, Jan 

Crosby, Mike and Sue Glenn, Sue Caulfield. 
 

Come at 6:00pm with your dinner if you would 

like to eat with us before the singing.   

 

Church Newsletter Deadlines 

2014-15 
 

Monday, October 20, 2014, noon 

Monday, November 17, 2014, noon 

Monday, December 15, 2014, noon 

Monday, January 19, 2015, noon 

Monday, February 16, 2015, noon 

Monday, March 23, 2015, noon 

Monday, April 20, 2015, noon 

Tuesday, May 26, 2015, noon 

Monday, June 22, 2015, noon 

Monday, July 20, 2015, noon 

Monday, August 24, 2015, noon 
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Day Date Event Time Place 

Wednesday October 1 The Balancing Act 

Board Meeting 

12:00p.m. 

6:30p.m. 

Room 19 

Room L1 

Thursday October 2 Choir Rehearsal 

Young Adult Group 

7:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Commons 

Contact Fernando Ospina: 

faospina@gmail.com 

Friday October 3 Pasty Preparation 3:00p.m. Kitchen 

Saturday October 4 Pasty Making 

The Discussion Group 

Pasty Wrapping 

High School Sleepover 

8:30a.m.-12p.m. 

10:00a.m. 

2-4p.m. 

TBD 

Kitchen 

Room  7 

Kitchen 

Whole Church 
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Day Date Event Time Place 

Sunday October 5 Sunday Service: “Forgiveness: A Door Set Open”            

Rev. Dave Johnson 

K/1 O.W.L. Parent Orientation 

10:45a.m. 

 

12:00p.m. 

Commons 

 

Room 19 

Monday October 6 Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time 10:30a.m. Room 19 

Tuesday October 7 Building & Grounds Work Group 

Talking Pots 

9:30a.m. 

3:30p.m. 

Meet at Church 

Kitchen 

Wednesday October 8 The Balancing Act 

Full-Moon Drum Circle 

12:00p.m. 

8:00p.m. 

Room 19 

Fire pit 

Thursday October 9 Book Group 

ISAAC Public Meeting 

Choir Rehearsal 

1:30p.m. 

6:30p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Joy Gardner’s Home 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church 

Commons 

Friday October 10 Pasty Preparation 2:30-4:30p.m. Kitchen 

Saturday October 11 Pasty-Making  

ARAOMC Committee Meeting 

Pasty Wrapping 

8:30a.m.-12p.m. 

10:00a.m. 

2:00p.m. 

Kitchen 

Room 19 

Kitchen, Room 8 

Sunday October 12 Sunday Service: “Anxiety: The Price of Freedom”            

Rev. Dave Johnson 

Special Collection 

Sunday Lunch 

Adopt-a-Highway 

10:45a.m. 

 

 

12:15p.m. 

1:30p.m. 

Commons 

 

 

Commons 

10th Street 

Monday October 13 Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time 

Facing Life, Facing Death 

10:30a.m. 

12:00p.m. 

Room 19 

Room L1 

Tuesday October 14 Building & Grounds Work Group 

Dreamwork Circle 

9:30a.m. 

6:30p.m. 

Meet at Church 

Room 18 

Wednesday October 15 Bazaar Craft Workshop 

The Balancing Act 

Religious Education Committee 

10:00a.m. 

12:00p.m. 

6:30p.m. 

Room 8 

Room 19 

Room 8 

Thursday October 16 Membership Committee 

Choir Rehearsal 

Young Adult Group 

6:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Room 18 

Commons 

Contact Fernando Ospina 

Friday October 17 Mystic Lake Middle School Retreat 

Pasty Preparation 

7:00p.m. 

2:30-4:30p.m. 

Mystic Lake YMCA Camp 

Kitchen 

Saturday October18 Pasty-Making 

The Discussion Group 

Pasty Wrapping 

8:30a.m.-12p.m. 

10:00a.m. 

2:00p.m. 

Kitchen 

Room 7 

Kitchen, Room 8 

Sunday October 19 Sunday Service: “Being Calm and Courageous No 

Matter What”  Rev. Dave Johnson 

10:45a.m. Commons 

Monday October 20 Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time 

Newsletter Deadline 

The Study Group 

10:30a.m. 

12:00p.m. 

7:30p.m. 

Room 19 

news@peopleschurch.net 

‘The Den’ at The Fountains 

Tuesday October 21 Building & Grounds Work Group 

Library Committee 

Chalice Circle (Cusumano) 

9:30a.m. 

9:30a.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Meet at Church 

Room 1, Foyer 

Room 18 

Wednesday October 22 Bazaar Craft Workshop 

The Balancing Act 

10:00a.m. 

12:00p.m. 

Room 8 

Room 19 

Thursday October 23 Choir Rehearsal 7:00p.m. Commons 

The rest of the calendar is on Page 12.  Check out our Calendar of Events online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/

Volume 76, Issue 2 

http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events
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Day Date Event Time Place 

Friday October 24 Newsletter Mailing 

Pasty Preparation 

Elementary Sleepover 

Friday Sing Along 

Contagious High School CON  

9:00a.m. 

2:30-4:30p.m. 

6:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Room 8 

Kitchen 

Whole Church 

Room 19 

Indianapolis, IN 

Saturday October 25 Pasty-Making 

Pasty Wrapping 

8:30a.m.-12p.m. 

2:00p.m. 

Kitchen 

Kitchen, Room 8 

Sunday October 26 Sunday Service 

Art Wall Reception for Melody Allen 

10:45a.m. 

12:15p.m. 

Commons 

Commons 

Monday October 27 Archives Committee 

Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time 

Finance Committee 

10:00a.m. 

10:30a.m. 

6:45p.m. 

Archives Room 

Room 19 

Room 18 

Tuesday October 28 Building & Grounds Work Group 

Dreamwork Circle 

Intro to Process / Relational Theology 

9:30a.m. 

6:30p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Meet at Church 

Room 18 

Room 19 

Wednesday October 29 The Balancing Act 12:00p.m. Room 19 

Thursday October 30 Choir Rehearsal 7:00p.m. Commons 

Friday October 31 Halloween 

Pasty Preparation 

 

3:00-5:00p.m. 

 

Kitchen 


