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News 

& Views 

November 2    “Candide’s Dilemma:  Beyond Good and Evil”  

  Rev. Dave Johnson 
Voltaire's brilliant satire "Candide" emerged during the Age of Enlightenment, in the 

aftermath of a catastrophic earthquake and tsunami which destroyed Lisbon 

on the morning of November 1, 1755.  The mass hysteria led to a re-

instatement of the Inquisition, during which thousands were hanged or 

burned alive to find who had been spreading “earthquake germs".  

“Candide" was Voltaire’s satirical response to the hysteria.  His book was 

burned in Geneva, banned in Paris, and put on the Vatican index.  It became 

the best-selling book of the 18th century.  We'll re-visit Voltaire's story—

and Leonard Bernstein's musical adaptation—and consider its implications 

for today.  A special presentation of Bernstein’s musical adaptation will be               

shown in Room 19 after the service—see page 2 for details. 

 

Reminder: Daylight Savings Time ends today.  Please remember to turn your clocks back 1 hour.   

  
November 9      “Listen Deeply”     Guest Speaker, Erica Barajas 
We welcome Erica Barajas, Executive Director of Fair Food Matters to speak 

about privilege.  This service will be led by our Anti-Racism Anti-Oppresion 

Multi-Cultural (ARAOMC) Committee.  A Special Collection will be taken today 

for the Michigan Immigrant Rights Center (MIRC). 

 
November 16   “Honest Idiocy?  Learning Organizations 

 and the Sigmoid Fraud (Or: Dancing in the Productive Zone  

 of Disequilibrium)”     Rev. Dave Johnson  
A wise person observed: "If you regard yourself as a hammer, the world seems like a 

bunch of nails."  The same is true for congregations in transition:  Our ways of functioning 

amidst uncertainty—especially the development of agility, resilience, and a broader 

repertory of adaptive capacities—are far more important than "the facts" of the 

situations.  I'll explain, and offer strategies for engaging "the dance of change" in healthy 

ways. 
Please see page 3 for more November Sunday Service Information 

Sunday Services—10:45 a.m. 

Voltaire 

Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar 
Saturday, November 22, 9:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
 

Come join us for the 12th Annual Fine Art Sale & 

Holiday Bazaar.  People’s Church will be 

transformed into a festive venue with 35 local 

artists and artisans selling their beautiful work.   

Find out more details on page 5, and learn how 

you may be able to contribute or help. 
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STT, and  STM:  

Interim  

Reflections  
  

 

 

This month, in reflecting on STT (stuff-that’s-true) and 

STM, I’d like to consider my own balcony-

perspectives as transition consultant to the Board of 

Trustees:  What am I observing about our  preferred 

ways of being together at People’s Church?  What are 

the most compelling adaptive challenges that invite 

experimental learning, and which may never be finally 

fixed / resolved? 
 

One such challenge is the balancing of Tradition and 

Innovation (or Mutation).  How shall we honor the 

roots that hold us close, AND the wings that may set 

us free?    
 

As I plan upcoming Sunday services, I have worked 

with staff and lay leaders to identify Traditions that 

matter on Sunday mornings.  Two such traditions, in 

particular, will be my focus during the months ahead. 
 

One of these long-standing traditions will be resumed 

at the service on Sunday November 2nd:   The personal 

sharing of Joys and Concerns on First Sundays will 

be for ALL generations.  This tradition represents an 

essential expression of our highest values:   That the 

milestones of our lives, from our deepest joys and 

proudest achievements to our deepest sorrows and 

losses, are the pacemakers and touchstones of our 

shared journeys together.   Beginning on Sunday 

November 2, and continuing on all First Sundays, I will 

invite those of ALL generations to participate in Joys 

and Concerns.   I encourage families / households to 

come forward as a group.  On First Sundays we will 

have Joys and Concerns near the beginning of the 

service, so that children and youth will be able to 

depart for their classes by 11:00 (or soon thereafter). 
 

The second tradition is also pertinent to honoring our 

160+ children and youth, and the 40+ teaching staff 

who serve them in their classes.  It is important for 

our teachers and children to have ample time for their 

classes and other activities.  Yesterday I announced, 

early in the service, that I would end the sermon by 

11:50, so that the service could end promptly by 12 

noon.  This seemed to work well, so I would like to 

continue this, for all the services which I am leading.   

We need to protect a full hour, from 11 am till 12 

noon, for classroom activities for children and 

youth.   
  

I will of course be working with the Religious 

Education Committee, Sunday Services Committee, 

Music staff, and Board of Trustees to seek their 

guidance and support in this initiative.   The overall 

goal is to clarify expectations, and thereby relieve 

some anxiety, on Sunday mornings.  While I respect 

spontaneity—and indeed may depart significantly 

from my prepared notes—our guests as well as 

long-timers will appreciate that we’re not “winging 

it” on Sunday mornings.  Thanks so much for your 

support and understanding, as we continue the 

balancing act:  between Roots and Wings. 
  

  Best wishes.  See you in church. 
    

Rev. Dave Johnson, Interim Minister, People’s 

Church of Kalamazoo, 2014-2015 
e-mail:   revdaj@aol.com       

cell phone:    269-330-8495    

DVD presentation of Leonard 

Bernstein conducting “Candide”, 
with the London Symphony Orchestra, soloists, 

and chorus. 
 

Sunday, November 2, 1:30 to 4:00 pm 

 

Recorded live at the Barbican 

Centre in London, December 

1989.   Following coffee hour, 

take a lunch break, or bring a 

snack back to church, and we’ll 

view this compelling concert, 

recorded in London during the 

final year of Mr. Bernstein’s remarkable life.   

 

Featured Soloists: 

Candide   Jerry Hadley 

Cunegonde   June Anderson 

Dr. Pangloss / Martin   Adolph Green 

Old Lady   Christa Ludwig 

Governor / Vanderdendur  Nicolai Gedda 

Paquette   Della Jones 

Maximilian   Kurt Ollmann 

mailto:revdaj@aol.com


News and Notices Volume 76, Issue 3 Page 3 

Sunday Services—10:45a.m. 
 

November 23    “From Resentment to Gratitude”  Rev. Dave Johnson  
On Thanksgiving week we are reminded that gratitude is at the heart of authentic living, and is not just a 

decorative option. UU minister Rev. Galen Guengerich suggests that while the core virtue of Judaism is 

obedience, and the core virtue of Christianity is love, the central virtue of Unitarian Universalism is grati-

tude.  We’ll consider our personal experiences of bestowing and receiving gratitude.  

 

November 30   “Out on the Road:  The Challenges of Caring”   Rev. Dave Johnson  
As part of this fall’s series of sermons highlighting Family Systems, we'll reflect on empathy, caring, and 

compassion.  These are admirable virtues.  Even so, might there be necessary limits, or signposts, marking 

those qualities of compassion that foster worth and dignity?  T.S. Eliot wrote (in "Ash Wednesday"), "teach 

me to care and not to care."  We'll unpack that phrase and its implications.  Our reference will be the par-

able of the Good Samaritan:  Not the familiar Sunday-school version, but the version closer to the one 

originally told. 

Reflections by Darryl Loiacano 

 

In the fall of 2009, while a relative newcomer to 

People’s Church, I wrote a Christmas song called 

Hope Is Born.  It was the first song I had written in a 

long time, and also one of my best.  The song began a 

journey of musical endeavors that has culminated this 

month in the release of my first professionally 

recorded studio album: Those Who Remain.  It has 

been clear to me all along that none of this would 

have happened without the support and inspiration of 

People’s Church.  
 

As I reflect over the past 5 years, the overwhelming 

feeling that arises is that of gratitude.  These years 

have not been without losses and personal challenges, 

but I have been buoyed all along by new friendships, a 

deeper sense of spirituality, and an active engagement 

in musical creation—some 25 songs worth! 
 

My new album, Those Who Remain, is a collection of 10 

of these songs—a song cycle of sorts.  The album is a 

reflection on loss and renewal.  It is ultimately an 

expression of hope, and a celebration of the 

interconnectedness of life.  Recording began in 

November of 2013, and has involved 6 other terrific 

musicians from the Kalamazoo area, including our own 

Bob Wallis on keyboards.  Mike and Sarah Fuerst 

from the Corn Fed Girls and Jeff Moehle are among 

the others.  I am 

thrilled that all 4 

of these musicians 

will be performing 

with me on 

November 9th! 
 

As I thought 

about ways to 

celebrate the CD 

release, it only 

made sense to 

involve People’s Church.  It also made sense that 

we should include other singer-songwriters from 

People’s in the event, and that we should make it all 

a fundraiser for the good work of our community.  

In fact, all ticket sales and the first 30 CD sales will 

be donated at 100% to People’s.   
 

I hope you will join us on Sunday, November 9th 

at 7:00 pm for this inspiring evening of original 

music.  People’s performers will include Bob Wallis, 

Chris Schleuder, Bill Ginn and Bryan Klinesteker.    

I am confident that a good time will be had by all, 

and a good cause will be supported. 

People of Hope:   A Benefit Concert for People’s Church 
Sunday, November 9, 7:00 p.m. 
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Membership Matters 
We continue to welcome 

visitors to People’s Church 

each week.  I hope everyone 

take the opportunity to stop 

and get to know someone 

you don’t know—whether 

you are a newcomer or a 

longer-time People’s person! 

I wanted to provide a reminder for some upcoming 

newcomer events. 

 

Sunday, November 9 – Second Sunday Lunch – 

Gather for a shared meal.  Newcomers are first 

in line and eat free!  Please join us! 

 

Saturday, November 15 – 9am – 12pm, Path to 

Membership – Come join Rev. Dave and 

members of the Membership Committee to learn 

more about our spiritual journeys, People’s 

Church and Unitarian Universalism.  We’ll also 

give information on how to become a member of 

People’s Church for those considering 

membership.  Please sign-up at the information 

desks or email Anna Shade 

(anna.shade@gmail.com). 

 

Friday, December 5 – 6pm – 7:30 pm, Connections 

Dinner – Newcomers and other People’s people 

gather for a shared meal and fellowship.  

Invitations will be sent in early November, but 

ALL are welcome.  Email Anna Shade to RSVP 

(anna.shade@gmail.com). 

 

Sunday, December 14 – Member Recognition 

Sunday – One of the special days upon which 

we recognize the newest members of People’s 

Church.  Come for the service and stay 

afterwards for Second Sunday lunch to meet our 

new members.  If you are interested in joining 

People’s on this day, please email Anna Shade. 

 

The Membership Committee looks forward to 

meeting and getting to know all newcomers each 

Sunday at either of the desks or in the foyer after the 

service—or at one of these upcoming events.   
 

 

In Fellowship, 
 

Anna Shade 

Getting to Know People’s People 
By Ardyce Curl 

Anisah Haynes grew 

up in a Seventh-day 

Adventist Christian 

church but spent 14 

adult years as a 

Muslim. Then she 

discovered Unitarian 

Universalism and 

attended Berrien 

Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship in Berrien 

County four years. She 

found People’s on the internet, first attended in 

October 2013 and joined soon after. 

 

“I was new in Kalamazoo and in need of finding a local 

community where I could fit in and be myself without 

judgment,” Anisah said.  “I was living in a shelter and 

going through a pretty hard time. 

 

“I was looking for a community where my son and I 

could learn and grow and make friends,” she added. 

Anisah said here at People’s she has found a wonderful 

group of folks who have welcomed her and her 11-

year-old son Ibrahim into their fold.   

 

“They make us feel as if we have a local family,” she 

said. ”My son and I both feel at home here. It’s 

important to me to be with like-minded people who 

are open-minded.”  

 

Anisah has no certain belief or creed but appreciates 

the views on life and the spirituality that others bring. 

Her hobbies are reading, genealogy and web design.  

She hopes to get involved at People’s, perhaps by 

working with some of the children. Also, she would 

like to see a single’s group in the church. “Not a ‘UU 

match.com’ thing,’ she said, “but just some nice get-

togethers for those of us who are unattached.” 

 

(Anisah, 45, currently is employed at a Deli, but recently 

completed training for Pharmacy Tech and is hoping to 

find a position soon. She has four children: Ibrahim, 11, a 

son Mustafa,19, and two daughters: Jaya, 25, and Nabilah, 

18.) 

Anisah Haynes 
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The Bazaar has become a signature event for our 

church involving everyone—members and friends—

who can lend a hand to help make it happen.            

We promote this event to the wider Kalamazoo area 

and surrounding counties—listen for our ads in WMUK 

that week. The Bazaar is an important help to our 

church budget, to support our program and our service 

to others, and to help others get to know about us. 

Here are some of the many ways you can help. 
 

Invite people to come to the Bazaar.      
Forward the link to our website or our Facebook 

page which have all the details. Post the event on 

your Facebook page; send a Tweet. Pick up 

postcard size flyers from the Bazaar sign up table 

in the foyer and share them at meetings, mail 

them, or post them in a public place. Invite a few 

people to meet you here for lunch in the café. 

How many new people can you draw to this 

year’s Bazaar?  
 

Sign up to work a shift at the Bazaar.        
Many people will be needed for 2-

hour work shifts (generally 9-11, 11

-1, and 1-3) on Saturday the 23rd in 

each area (People’s Specialties, 

White Elephant, Café, Greeters, 

etc.). Please look for the sign-up 

sheets on the Bazaar sign-up table 

in the foyer, call the church office 

to choose a shift or two, or use the 

online sign-up on the church 

website. (Everyone is needed at 

3pm for clean-up.) 
 

Make things for People’s Specialties.           
The foyer will be beautifully arranged with your 

fabulous homemade baked goods, candies, jams 

and breads, frozen entrees, and homemade craft 

items. Your contributions are needed. Sign up 

for a cooking work party, sign up for things you 

will make at home, simply drop off your 

contributions on Friday the 21st or early Saturday 

for pricing and arranging.  
 

Shop local!  It’s hard to find a more interesting 

variety of gift items than you will find at our 

Bazaar, including green and alternative items. Bring 

your list and find the perfect choices right here.  

Take the Shuttle. Park your car at our neighbor 

church Centerpoint Church 2345 10th St. and 

ride in our church van with service all day. If you 

must park at church, please leave the spaces 

near the church for customers who will come 

and go during the day.  
 

Plan to eat in the café. The food is splendid! 

Morning snacks, a fabulous array of lunch 

items—including pasties—and afternoon pies 

and more, will be available. Enjoy! 
 

Help host our guests. Many people come to our 

Bazaar 

because they 

like the warm 

and friendly 

people. 

Please greet 

everyone and 

thank our 

vendors, too. 
 

Questions?  Please check with Chris Schleuder in 

the church office or email Rochelle at 

Habeck@chartermi.net 

The Final Push is on for November 22nd!   Volunteer, Contribute,               

and Promote the People’s Church 2014 Fine Arts Sale & Holiday Bazaar 

Upcoming Cooking Workshops 
 

On November 5th, 9:30 to 12, 

please come with me to the Cape Cod 

Kitchen at People's Church where we will be making 

Cranberry Chutney and another surprise cranberry 

recipe. These recipes are from the Greenbriar 

Nature Center on Cape Cod. We may even have 

some samples to taste of these and other Cape Cod 

favorites. 
 

On November 12, 9:30 to 12, we will be making 

lentil soup, decorated pretzels, and snacks. The 

snacks (puppy chow) will be festively bagged and will 

be accompany our little puppies on the Christmas 

tree. Please come help with this easy and fun 

project, and support our bazaar and our church.   

No cooking or candy making experience required.  

Ladies and gentlemen most welcome. 
 

Come have fun and you might have a surprise.       

Just sayin'.  Thanks so much!       —Diann Johnson 
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Social Justice Coordinating Committee 

(SJCC) Update   

  
SJCC meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 10-12 

at the Parkview Hills library in the clubhouse. All are 

welcome! Contact Phil Kramer with questions 

phk3018@yahoo.com 
     

Forty People's people were included in the count of 

450 attendees of the ISAAC Public Meeting on 

October 9th.  ISAAC is a network of twenty diverse 

congregations and organizations working to 

build a more just Kalamazoo community 

(see isaackalamazoo.org).  Among the 

speakers were representatives and 

candidates who were asked to pledge to 

support the initiatives of the Meeting:  the 

Youth PROMISE Act—a bill in Congress which will 

fund locally controlled programs to end youth 

violence;  Equal Opportunity K-12 Education, for 

funding that meets the actual costs of children served 

with special needs, from poverty, and English language 

learners; support for Raising Kalamazoo County, an 

initiative to better meet the comprehensive needs of 

early childhood families;  and Public Metro transit on 

Sundays.  Enthusiasm for these initiatives was sparked 

by lively speeches and skits presented by school 

children and commitments made by public officials. 
  

Welcome and thanks to the newest volunteers who 

signed up to participate on our team of mentors at 

Lincoln School. This doubles the number of us who 

enhance the education of Lincoln's kids. AND because 

of the generous response to the September special 

collection, we are able to give eighteen teachers $60 

each for their out of pocket expenses.  We are often 

told how much this means to the teachers. Thank you 

to People’s people! 
  

Our special collection for October yielded over $400 

for Peace House, the small but growing community of 

support for children in eastside neighborhoods. 

Our November special collection will be taken on 

November 9th for Michigan 

Immigrant Rights Center 

(MIRC), a resource for 

advocates seeking equal 

justice for Michigan's 

immigrants.  Their new 

funding challenge is to match a grant meant to hire two 

attorneys to represent child migrants (kids who arrived 

alone in the US) in immigration court.  We will be 

telling you more before the offering. 

Moving Forward as an Anti-Racist 

Community 
by Co-Board President, Darryl Loiacano 

 

I recently attended the 2½ day 

ERAC/CE training entitled 

“Understanding & Analyzing Systemic 

Racism,” facilitated by the 

Crossroads Anti-Racism Training 

group.  I must admit that I went into 

the training with a certain amount of 

apprehension.  I have participated in 

anti-racism/anti-oppression training in the past that 

has left me feeling exhausted and, frankly, just plain 

guilty about being a white male.  I am happy to 

report that this particular training experience, which 

looks at the effects of institutional racism, was 

extremely well facilitated and had no such effect on 

me.  I would highly recommend it.    

 

As a member of People’s Church, and as a board 

officer, I felt it was important to become more 

educated and articulate about systemic racism.  It is 

no secret that I am a great admirer of People’s 

Church and People’s people!  However, I do think 

this is an issue that People’s could afford to give 

more energy to.  There is a predictable, and 

understandable, reaction by many white liberals 

when you bring up the need to think about racism—

“I’m not racist.  I’m enlightened.  It’s those other 

people who need to think about it.  They’re the 

problem.”  Perhaps the strongest message I took 

from the ERAC/CE training is that it is not helpful to 

accuse ourselves or others of being racist, but to 

think more systemically about the way racism 

continues have a devastating impact on people’s lives 

in this country.  This reality was set into motion 

hundreds of years ago, as the United States was 

formed.  This was displayed in graphic form during 

the training, along a so-called “wall of history” that 

laid out the legacy of laws and policies in this country 

that guarantee privilege to remain in the hands of 

White folks.  This reality has not been undone by 

civil rights legislation nor other policies since.  It 

continues to be pervasive in institutions like banks, 

healthcare facilities, schools and housing.  

This article is continued on page 8. 

mailto:phk3018@yahoo.com
http://isaackalamazoo.org/
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We’re well into the workshop series for Adult Enrichment / Congregational Development.  Here’s a synopsis 

of what’s coming up during the next few weeks.  All are invited: 

 

Mondays, 10:30 to 12 noon:   “Of Bonds and Binds:  Fables for Our Time” 
Mon 20 October   “Projection”    

Mon 27 October   “Raising Cain”   

Mon 03 November  “The Power of Belief” 

Mon 17 November  “An American Holly” 

Mon 24 November  “Soaring” 

Mon 01 December  “Net Results” 
 

Tuesdays, 7:00 to 8:30 pm:   “I Seem to Be a Verb:   

  Introduction to Process/Relational Theology” 
Tue 28 October   The Relational Vision; The Self 

Tue 04 November    Human Experience; God as an Outgrowth of Human Experience 

Tue 11 November    God and the Experience of Evil and Power; Spirituality in a Global Perspective 

Tue 18 November  Implications of Process Theology for UUism 
 

Wednesdays, 12 noon to 1:15 pm:   “The Balancing Act” 
Wed 05 November  Edwin Friedman, consultations with UU leaders, part 1 

Wed 12 November  Edwin Friedman, consultations with UU leaders, part 2 

Wed 19 November   Edwin Friedman, consultations with UU leaders, part 3 

Wed 03 December   Listening to Experience:  Visionary UU Ministers Discuss Growth 

Wed 10 December  Listening to Experience:  Visionary UU Ministers Discuss Growth 

Wed 17 December   Listening to Experience:  Visionary UU Ministers Discuss Growth 

Opportunities for Adult Enrichment and Congregational Development 

  Green Spot 
 

People’s Church has renewed its membership in Mich-

igan Interfaith Power and Light, a non-profit organiza-

tion that works to help faith communities become bet-

ter stewards of the earth. Its primary focus is on miti-

gating climate change through two key actions: 

 

1.  Helping faith communities reduce energy use in 

houses of worship and members’ homes 

2.  Advocating for state and national policies to 

decrease greenhouse gas emissions 

 

Reducing energy use in our personal lives is as im-

portant as advocacy. How can we demand change 

from others if we do not “walk our talk”? Moreover, if 

we reduce the energy requirements of our homes and 

church, then it will be easier to meet our local energy 

needs with power from renewable sources. 

All members of People’s Church receive Michigan 

IPL member benefits! You can save up to 25% on 

Energy Star appliances at ABC Warehouse and get 

discounts on energy efficient lighting and energy sav-

ing products.  

 

Advocacy is also vital. We can make changes in our 

lifestyles and buildings, but to change our social sys-

tems so we can shift from fossil fuels to renewable 

energy requires the collective power of voters. 

Michigan IPL provides opportunities to make our 

voices heard and amplifies our voices by linking us 

with 200+ Michigan faith communities. Together, we 

can tell our legislators that creating a more sustaina-

ble society is a moral issue. 

 

Check out this website to learn more about dis-

counts and advocacy opportunities:  

http://www.miipl.org/ 

http://www.miipl.org/
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$MONEY MATTER$ 
 

People’s Church quarterly giving statements 

are about to be mailed. They will show where 
you stood on your pledges to the Annual 

Operating Fund and to the Keep Feeding Our 

Flame Fund as of September 30. You may 

contact Database Manager, Dana Kubinski 

(dbmchurch@peopleschurch.net), Treasurer 

Allan Hunt (hahunt@gmail.com) or Assistant 

Treasurer Barb Davis (bjpdavis@outlook.com) 

if you have any questions about your 

statement.  

 

The fiscal year is off to a solid start. Thanks to 

pre-paid pledges our operating fund shows a 

surplus of $8,000 through the end of August 

(first 2 months). We have also received about 

$16,000 so far in pledge payments for the Keep 

Feeding Our Flame Fund. Contact Treasurer 

Allan Hunt if you plan to consider transfer of 

stock, or other special financial transactions 

before the end of 2014.   

People’s Church already has great folks who look at 

this issue and provide education within the 

congregation (i.e. the ARAOMC Committee).  We 

should do what we can to continue to support their 

good work.  In addition, our work with ISAAC seeks 

to mitigate some of the effects of systemic racism in 

our own community.  I can think of a couple of other 

key areas we should consider as a congregation: 

 

 How do we present a more welcoming and 

inclusive environment on Sunday morning for 

people of color who are visiting our church for 

the first time?  Things to consider are the images 

people see in our lobby, the readings we pick for 

Sunday services, the music we play, and the way 

we play it. 

 

 Also, how important do we make this issue when 

considering settled minister candidates this year?  

There are many qualifications that need to be 

considered, but surely a minister’s ability to 

speak about and take action in anti-racism efforts 

should be one. 

Moving Forward as an Anti-Racist Community 

Continued from page 6 

Educating the Hearing Impaired About Ebola in Liberia 
 

Pictured here is Liberian educator Jackson Willie with one of his hearing impaired 

students.  Last year, with the help of some generous members of People’s Church, 

he started a successful school for the deaf children in his home town of Buchanan.  

He teaches the art of sign language, and by this means he educates and provides 

life skills which enable these young people to grow and to communicate with each 

other and with society in general.  People’s Church member, Rick Johnson, has 

known Jackson for many years.  Rick is a great admirer! 
     

Unfortunately, due to the current Ebola Crisis, Jackson’s school has been 

temporarily closed.  He wants to use this time to reach out to some 65 deaf 

children and adults in his area who need accurate information about this terrible 

disease.  Since they cannot hear or speak, they are especially vulnerable.  Jackson knows he has the necessary 

communication skills to reach them.  He has the time, the desire and the ability…he just needs some small 

financial help.  His shopping list consists of buckets, gallons of Clorox, towels, a wheel barrow,  poster sheets, 

markers and scotch tape, refreshments and drinks for participants…and if possible, a DVD player (with mini 

car battery) to show Ebola related videos.  If Jackson can get these materials, he will conduct workshops in his 

town….and then move out into surrounding villages and towns spreading the word to those deaf Liberians he 

knows are out there.    
 

If you would like to learn more about this fine fellow, you can email Jackson directly at  

wohwoh12@yahoo.com.  Or… you can contact his friend Rick Johnson (paywala@aol.com, 657-3460)  

with questions or a contribution.         

mailto:dbmchurch@peopleschurch.net
mailto:hahunt@gmail.com
mailto:bjpdavis@outlook.com
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Expanding our World View 

 
I have recently returned from the annual LREDA Fall 

Conference where I gathered together with several 

hundred professional UU religious educators from 

around north America.  The focus this year was Best 

Practices in Shared Ministry.   

 
There was a series of keynote speakers and break out 

sessions on staff relations, equitable compensation, 

continuing education, multi-cultural welcome, pastoral 

care and self care.  It was rich time to be together with 

my colleagues for a combination of hard work and 

great fun together.   

 
I went several days early to participate in the “Who Are 

Our Neighbors” anti-racism training.   One of the things  

I was reminded of at this training is the importance of 

the majority of the people in our congregation partici-

pating in anti-racism, anti-oppression, multi-cultural 

work so that we can do a better job repelling fewer 

visitors.   

 
The more informed and involved we are in recognizing 

and understanding our own biases and judgments, the 

more potential we have to be a powerful force for pos-

itive change in the world—both individually as well as 

collectively.   

 
My favorite comic from the slide show is shown below.  

We all see the world through our own lenses and per-

spectives, and it seems perfectly normal to us.  We 

often we assume others see things as we do and we 

are often unaware that our worldview is not fact.   

Education is the first step to moving beyond this limited 

perspective.  If you have a chance to attend an ERAC/

CE workshop this year, I recommend seizing the op-

portunity.  If you are interested in doing this important 

multicultural work together at People’s please contact 

Nadine Godin-Nassaney from our ARAOMC group! 

 
I am grateful for the chance for continued professional 

development and renewal and I especially appreciate 

members of the RE Committee for managing Sunday 

morning details so that it is possible!  

 

Blessed Be, Diane Melvin, Religious Education Director 

Youth Activities 
At least 20 youth have enjoyed attending district UU 

youth activities between the Mystic Lake UU middle 

school retreat and the CONtagious high school confer-

ence.  It is such a great way for our kids to connect 

with the wider UU world, experience and lead youth 

worship, deepen connections and have fun together.   
 

Sunday, November 2nd - 1:00-3:00pm   
All youth are invited to stay after church and make 

pasties for the Bazaar in the kitchen together! 

Young Adult UU Group 
 

All 18-35 year-olds are invited to participate in our 

young adult group on the first and third Thursdays at 

7:00pm.  Enjoy fellowship with fun games & activities, 

great snacks and meaningful discussions 

For more information and meeting location contact 

group coordinator, Fernando Ospina at  

faospina@gmail.com or 352-328-4964. 



The Discussion Group—Sat., Nov. 1 

On Saturday, November 1 (10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.; 

Room 6/7), Dick Klade will present the topic, 

"Marriage in America".  We will be exploring how, 

over the past 40 years, American family life has been 

destabilized by two powerful forces sometimes 

pulling in opposite directions. One is the striking 

progress toward equality between men and women. 

The other is the growth of socioeconomic inequality 

and insecurity in the U.S. 
 

The Discussion Group meets on 1st & 3rd Saturdays 

through the church year.  Participants take turns 

presenting topics.  To be added to the email list for 

readings distributed in advance, contact Pat Nelson 

at patnelson@btc-bci.com. 

 

Book Group—Thursday, Nov. 13 
The book selection for November is Elizabeth 

Gilbert's The Significance of all Things.  Join us at 

1:30 on November 13 at Jan Park’s home as Marj 

Lightner facilitates the discussion. Call Jan for 

directions. We love to have new voices.  

 

The Study Group – Mon. Nov. 17 
The Study Group will next be meeting on Monday, 

November 17 at 7:30, in "The Den" at the 

Fountains. We will be discussing the book "The 

Whys of a Philosophical Scrivener" by Martin 

Gardner. This is a book on the personal 

philosophies of the long-time puzzle columnist for 

Scientific American. Please read whatever portions 

of the book most interest you; the book is an 

engaging, accessible read. Newcomers to the Study 

Group are always welcome. For more information, 

contact Tim Bartik at bartik@upjohn.org. 
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Day Date Event Time Place 

Saturday November 1 The Discussion Group 10:00a.m. Room 7 

Sunday November 2 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Youth Band Practice 

K/1 O.W.L. 

Sunday Service: “Candide’s Dilemma:  Beyond 

Good and Evil ”     Rev. Dave Johnson 

Anti-Racism Anti-Oppression Multi-Cultural 

Committee 

YRUU Pasting-Making 

Leonard Bernstein’s Candide 

Women’s Group 

 

9:00a.m. 

9:30a.m. 

10:45a.m. 

 

12:30p.m. 

 

1:00p.m. 

1:30p.m. 

5:00p.m. 

 

Room 9 

Room 19 

Commons 

 

Room L1 

 

Kitchen 

Room 19 

Room 19 & Foyer 

Monday November 3 Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time 10:30a.m. Room 19 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
If you don’t have plans and are inter-

ested in having Thanksgiving dinner 

somewhere, please give the church    

a call, 375-3262. 

Thanksgiving Week Hours 

 
The office will be closed from Wednesday through 

Friday the week of Thanksgiving. 

Church Closure Policy and Process 
 

Policy 

The church will be closed when: 

 there is no electricity and/or water at the church 

 local or state government declares a weather emergency 

and asks that people stay off the road 

 church leaders decide that conditions are too dangerous  

 

Process 

The church administrator will register the church with local tele-

vision channels WWMT and WOOD so that the church is part 

of their closure notifications.  The stations require pre-

registration.  The church administrator will verify no later than 

December 1 of each year that the church is registered for such 

notification.   

The minister and board president will make the decision on 

whether to cancel Sunday services or other activities.  When a 

decision is made that a service or event will be canceled, the 

board president will inform WWMT and WOOD and contact 

someone on the designated website manager list to immediately 

post this to the church website.  Members who wish to be noti-

fied by email will be so notified by a message from the board 

president.  During the winter months, there will be a section on 

the church website that informs people how to know when the 

church is closed. 



Calendar Page 11 

Day Date Event Time Place 

Tuesday November 4 Election Day—Voting at Church 

Building & Grounds Work Group 

Talking Pots 

Introduction to Process / Relational Theory 

7a.m.-8p.m. 

9:30a.m. 

3:30p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Rooms L1 & L2 

Meet at Church 

Kitchen 

Room 19 

Wednesday November 5 Bazaar Chutney Workshop 

The Balancing Act 

Board Meeting 

9:30a.m.-12p.m. 

12:00p.m. 

6:30p.m. 

Kitchen 

Room 19 

Room L1 

Thursday November 6 Choir Rehearsal 

Young Adult Group 

Full-Moon Drum Circle 

7:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

8:00p.m. 

Commons 

Fernando Ospina’s Home 

Room 9 

Friday November 7 Pasty Preparation 3:00-5:00p.m. Kitchen 

Saturday November 8 Pasty-Making  

Mindfulness Retreat 

Pasty Wrapping 

8:30a.m.-12p.m. 

9:00a.m.-12p.m. 

2:00-4:00p.m. 

Kitchen 

Room 19 

Kitchen, Room 8 

Sunday November 9 Youth Band Practice 

K/1 O.W.L. 

Sunday Service: led by ARAOMC Committee 

Special Collection 

Sunday Lunch 

People’s Benefit Concert / Darryl Loiacano CD 

Release 

9:00a.m. 

9:30a.m. 

10:45a.m. 

 

12:15p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Room 9 

Room 19 

Commons 

 

Commons 

Commons 

Monday November 10 Facing Life, Facing Death 12:00p.m. Room L1 

Tuesday November 11 Veterans Day 

Building & Grounds Work Group 

Social Justice Coordinating Committee 

Dreamwork Circle 

Introduction to Process / Relational Theory 

 

9:30a.m. 

10:00a.m. 

6:30p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

 

Meet at Church 

Parkview Hills Library 

Room 18 

Room 19 

Wednesday November 12 Bazaar Soup & Goodies Workshop 

The Balancing Act 

9:30a.m.-12p.m. 

12:00p.m. 

Kitchen 

Room 19 

Thursday November 13 Book Group 

Choir Rehearsal 

1:30p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Jan Park’s Home 

Commons 

Friday November 14 Pasty Preparation 3:00-5:00p.m. Kitchen 

Saturday November 15 Pasty-Making 

Path to Membership 

The Discussion Group 

Pasty Wrapping 

8:30a.m.-12p.m. 

9:00a.m.-12p.m. 

10:00a.m. 

2:00-4:00p.m. 

Kitchen 

Room 19 

Room 7 

Kitchen, Room 8 

Sunday November 16 Youth Band Practice 

K/1 O.W.L. 

Sunday Service: “Honest Idiocy? Learning Organiza-

tions and the Sigmoid Fraud” Rev. Dave Johnson 

White Elephant Drop-off for Bazaar 

9:00a.m. 

9:30a.m. 

10:45a.m. 

 

12:15p.m. 

Room 9 

Room 19 

Commons 

 

Rooms L1 & L2 

Monday November 17 Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time 

Newsletter Deadline 

The Study Group 

10:30a.m. 

12:00p.m. 

7:30p.m. 

Room 19 

news@peopleschurch.net 

‘The Den’ at The Fountains 

Tuesday November 18 Building & Grounds Work Group 

Library Committee 

Introduction to Process / Relational Theory 

Chalice Circle (Cusumano) 

9:30a.m. 

9:30a.m. 

7:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Meet at Church 

Room 1, Foyer 

Room 19 

Room 18 

The rest of the calendar is on Page 12.  Check out our Calendar of Events online at http://www.peopleschurch.net/

Volume 76, Issue 3 

http://www.peopleschurch.net/calendar-of-events
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Day Date Event Time Place 

Wednesday November 19 Bazaar Craft Workshop 

The Balancing Act 

10:00a.m. 

12:00p.m. 

Room 8 

Room 19 

Thursday November 20 Fine Art Sale & Holiday Bazaar Setup 

Membership Committee 

Choir Rehearsal 

Young Adult Group 

10a.m.-2p.m. 

6:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

7:00p.m. 

Commons 

Room 18 

Room 9 

Fernando Ospina’s Home 

Friday November 21 Newsletter Mailing 9:00a.m. Room 8 

Saturday November 22 Holiday Bazaar 9a.m.-2p.m. Whole Church 

Sunday November 23 Youth Band Practice 

K/1 O.W.L. 

Sunday Service: “From Resentment to Gratitude”  

Rev. Dave Johnson 

Women’s Group 

9:00a.m. 

9:30a.m. 

10:45a.m. 

 

5:00p.m. 

Room 9 

Room 19 

Commons 

 

Room 19, Foyer 

Monday November 24 Archives Committee 

Of Bonds and Binds: Fables for Our Time 

10:00a.m. 

10:30a.m. 

Archives Room 

Room 19 

Tuesday November 25 Building & Grounds Work Group 

Dreamwork Circle 

9:30a.m. 

6:30p.m. 

Meet at Church 

Room 18 

Wed. - Fri. Nov. 26-28 OFFICE CLOSED for Thanksgiving Holiday  Whole Church 

Sunday November 30 Sunday Service: “Out on the Road: The Challenges 

of Caring” Rev. Dave Johnson 

10:45a.m. Commons 


